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LOYYESTOFT  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Dr.A.C.  Gee 
Chief  Port  Health  Inspector:  H.  Cormack  • 

Deputy  Chief  Health  Inspector:  F.G.S.  Hill 

CHARACTER  OF  PORT 

The  outer  harbour  consisting  of  three  mooring  docks,  continued  to  be  used 
for  landing  deep  sea  and  longshore  fish,  and  the  fuelling,  icing  and  provisioning, 
servicing  etc.,  of  the  fishing  fleet. 

inner  harbour  as  far  as  Mutford  Lock  is  used  for  shipbuilding  and  ship 
repairing  and  general  commercial  shipping  use. 

Tonnage  of  incoming  and  outgoing  general  cargo  and  fish  landed  during  the 
year  increased  and  the  increase  in  fish  landings  maintained  the  standing  of 
Lowestoft  as  a  major  prime  fish  port.  The  move  to  introduce  larger  trawlers  of 
advanced  design  brought  with  it  decided  benefits  for  the  men  who  go  to  sea,  the 
living  conditions  on  the  latest  ships  being  excellent.  More  palletised  cargoes 
of  timber  were  landed  than  in  previous  years  which  enabled  ships  to  achieve  a 
very  rapid  discharge  of  cargo  and  turnround. 

MEDICAL  SERVICES 

ihe  Port  Medical  Officer  is  frequently  asked  for  medical  advice  regarding 
injured  or  sick  seamen  aboard  vessels  making  for  the  port.  Details  of  these 
cases  come  to  the  shipping  agents  concerned,  by  radio  telephone. 

Foreign  seamen  are  seen  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer  and  either  sent  to  hospital 
or  the  master  of  the  vessel  is  given  instructions  regarding  suitable  treatment, 
seamen  on  local  boats,  who  live  in  the  district  are  referred  to  their  own  family 
doctors. 

The  Royal  National  Mission  to  Deep  Sea  Fishermen  has  a  modern  hostel  for 
fishermen  in  the  town,  to  which  a  local  general  practitioner  is  attached  for 
any  medical  services  that  may  be  required. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

Rains  water  is  supplied  throughout  the  docks,  metered  supplies  are  provided 
to  every  office  and  to  fish  merchants  stands.  Additional  supply  points  are 
provided  for  the  watering  of  trawlers  and  for  the  cleansing  of  the  fish  market. 

MARKET  CLEANSING- 

The  fish  markets  are  hosed  down  daily  using  mains  water  and  this  work  has 
been  efficiently  carried  out  all  through  the  year  by  employees  of  the  Docks 
Board. 

INSPECTIONS 

1 ,367  inspections  of  trawlers  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
the  sanitary  conditions  aboard  ship,  water  supply,  and  the  cleanliness  of  fish 
rooms. 

The  attention  of  the  owners  was  drawn  to  the  following  matters: - 


Unsatisfactory  cleanliness  of  fish  holds  .  83 

Galleys  and  cabins  in  need  of  cleansing  and  painting  . .  12 

Water  tanks  in  need  of  cleansing  .  1  5 

Dirty  Bedding  ..  ..  ..  .  9 

Food  lockers  requiring  cleansing  and  painting  ..  ..  30 


As  in  previous  years  the  owners  gave  instructions  for  these  conditions  to  be 
remedied  immediately  after  notification. 

FISH  INSPECTION 

All  white  fish  landed  was  inspected  daily  before  the  commencement  of  the  fish 
auction  sales.  The  general  quality  of  fish  was  excellent  and  the  amount  of  fish 
which  had  to  be  condemned  before  or  after  sale  in  relation  to  the  total  landings 
was  negligible. 

IMPORTED  FOOD 

Weekly  importations  of  frozen  meat  and  offal  and  canned  meat  products  from 
Denmark  ceased,  but  there  continued  to  be  a  steady  flow  of  imported  containerised 
food  into  the  local  food  factories  from  Liverpool  and  Manchester.  Close  liaison 
with  factory  quality  control  staff  was  maintained  in  order  to  check  up  on  the 
condition  of  this  food. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

231  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  the  issue  of  certificates 
under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping) 

(Amendment  No. 2)  Order,  1956. 

FISH  LANDING-S  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1  ,895  landings  were  made  by  Trawlers  during  the  year.  Four  new  stem-trawlej 
and  three  trawlers  from  other  ports  joined  the  fleet.  One  trawler  transferred  to 
Hartlepool  and  two  trawlers  were  sold,  one  going  to  Aberdeen  and  the  other  abroad, 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  active  fleet  was  77  and  in  addition  25  vessels  were 
employed  in  connection  with  oil  rigs. 

The  quantities  and  value  of  fish  landed  during  1972  are  as  follows 


Cwts.  Value  (£s.) 

Brill  .  258  4,236 

Catfish  .  2,952  14,755 

Cod  . 144,252  1,013,408 

Dabs  .  3,083  17,917 

Dogfish .  9,379  45,818 

G-umards  .  1  ,789  5,974 

Haddock  .  28,748  158,273 

Hake  .  335  4,082 

Halibut .  112  1,938 

Lemon  Soles  .  4,774  86,039 

Ling  .  718  2,856 

Mackerel  (Trawl) .  37  231 

Monkfish  .  1,311  19,938 

Plaice .  379,980  3,649,315 

Pollock  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  256  1 ,244 

Roes  .  201  1  ,1 34 

Saithe .  5,286  1  / , 47  6 

Skates/Rays  ..  6,990  38,395 

Soles  .  3,1  38  142,311 

Turbot .  12,137  394,147 

Whiting .  1  ,450  6,001 

Witches .  432  2,412 

All  others  .  773  5,76l 


608,391 


5,633,661 
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VERMIN 

Crew  accommodation  disinfested:-  4 

CONCLUSION 

It  is  once  again  our  pleasure  to  place  on  record  our  appreciation  of  the 
ready  and  willing  co-operation  which  has  at  all  times  been  accorded  to  the 
Public  Health  Department  by  the  Docks  Manager  and  his  staff,  the 
District  Fisheries  Officer,  H.M.  Customs  and  Excise  Officers,  and  the 
various  sections  of  the  fishing  industry. 


TOTAL  1  ,371  254,685  NIL  43  !  NIL 
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SECTION  VIII  -  VENEREAL  DISEASE 
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lECTION  I V  -  INLAND  BAS.G-E  TRAFFIC 


No  occurrence  of  this  disease. 
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All  these  notices  were  complied  with. 


(**> 

l.  J 


J  I 

!h 

Vi 

■n 

tc 

o 

H3 


o 

►=3 

CO 

‘-r* 

H 

T3 

00 

O 


2 

K-j 


I 

O 

I 


H 

CO 

•0 

o 

I  — -J 

H 
:  o 

- 


iw 


